
The Back of the Net 
Soccer News from the Hagerstown Area Youth Soccer League 

 

To Whistle or 

Not to Whistle 
 
Referees must make quick 
decisions, and the luxury of 
time to think it over, look it up 
or discuss it with someone is 
not an option during the game. 
Test your knowledge and see if 
you can answer the following 
questions: 
 
 1. A penalty kick is awarded to 
the red team. A red player takes 
the kick and the ball is going 
towards the goal. Just before the 
ball crosses the goal line 
between the goal posts and 
under the crossbar, a teammate 
of the red player, who ran into 
the penalty area after the ball 
was kicked, trips a blue player? 
 
2. With about one minute left to 
play in the game, a direct free 
kick is awarded to the red team. 
One of the blue team defenders 
picks up the ball and, although 
he is carrying it generally 
toward the location of the 
restart, he resists having the ball 
taken from him by a player on 
the red team. 
 
3. An attacking player, Blue 
#11, with an obvious goal 
scoring opportunity, advances 
with the ball into the opponent's 
penalty area and a defensive 
player, White #3, throws one of 
his shoes at the ball, deflecting 
the ball wide of the goal. 
 

Look on page 3 for the answers 
to these questions. In upcoming 
editions of The Back of the Net 
we will have more of these tests 
of your knowledge of the game 
of soccer.  

Youth Referees 
 - Warren Johnson, Referee Administrator 

The fall season has started!  As you walk 
the fields at the Fairgrounds you will 
notice a number of youth performing 
duties on the fields as referees or 
assistant referees.  All of our youth 
referees have taken a minimum of 8 
hours of referee training and have been 
certified to perform their duties.  They 
are performing tasks that most adults 
won’t perform.  These young men and 
women volunteer their time for training 
and to come to the fields on the 
weekends to referee.  High School 
students may earn Service Learning 
Hours for their efforts.  Please take time 
to encourage and thank them for the 
effort they are putting into your child’s 
soccer program. 

To submit articles or 
information to The Back of the 
Net, contact Charlie Keller at 

kayman@myactv.net 

THE KIDS NEED YOU! 
HAYSL is an all-volunteer 
league from the coaches all the 
way to the regional 
commissioner. 
Log on to www.HAYSL.org for 
information on current open 
positions within the league. 
You can also contact  
Lisa Johnson 
(haysl.cvpa@verizon.net) or 
Lynn Bowers 
(lbowers123@aol.com) for 
position descriptions and more 
information. 

 
Sign up today - YOU can help 
make HAYSL the best youth 
athletics league in the area! 

 
WARNING: 

YOU HAVE ENTERED 
A KID’S ZONE! 

*  Kids are #1 
*  Fun, not winning, is 
everything 
*  Fans only cheer and 
only coaches coach 
*  No yelling in anger 
*  Respect the volunteer 
referees 
*  No swearing 
*  No smoking 
*  Leave no trash behind 
*  Set a proper example 
for our kids 
*  NO PETS at the fields 
during games or practice 
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SLOW DOWN!!!! 

 
Hagerstown’s Fairground Park 
is an extremely busy place. 
With baseball, softball, and 
soccer fields, as well as the 
BMX track, skateboard park, 
ice rink and biking and walking 
trails, there are always lots of 
people out and about. And 
many of these folks are kids. As 
parents, we try to teach our kids 
not to run into traffic, but we all 
know that the excitement of the 
moment sometimes takes over. 
So when you are driving in the 
parking areas around the park, 
please slow down and watch for 
the little ones.  
 

 

 
 

 
AYSO Philosophies 
• Everybody Plays 
• Open Registration 
• Balanced Teams 
• Positive Coaching 
• Sportsmanship 
• Player Development 
Equal playing time: 
In HAYSL, no one can 
play four quarters unless 
everyone on the team has 
played three. 

HAYSL CONTACTS 
WWW.HAYSL.ORG 

Regional Commissioner 
Lynn Bowers 
Lbowers123@aol.com 
Regional Coach Administrator 
Rob Tagg 
Catfish6900@aol.com 
Regional Secretary 
Laura Niang 
Laura_niang@yahoo.com 
Regional Treasurer 
Missy Smith 
Luckof3@myactv.net 
Fundraising Coordinator 
Ann Swope 
Amswope123@verizon.net 
CVPA & Volunteer Coordinator 
Lisa Johnson  
haysl.cvpa@verizon.net 
Safety Director 
Tracy Smith  
tracsmit@myactv.net 
Equipment/Field Coordinator 
Gary Bosco  
gary.bosco@us.army.mil 
Referee Administrator 
Warren Johnson 
warren@refonline.info 
Director of Referee Instruction 
Dave Clark  
dclark@myactv.net 
Newsletter Coordinator 
Charlie Keller 
kayman@myactv.net 
Tournament Coordinator 
Sean Marriner 
Tim.marriner@myactv.net 
Sponsor Coordinator 
Ann Swope 
Amswope123@verizon.net 
Website Manager 
Crystal Kline 
Bckline1@myactv.net 
Regional Registrar 
Sherri Betts 
Sherri7391@yahoo.com 
Team Parent Coordinator 
Tammy Tagg 
Catfish6900@aol.com 
Concession Manager 
Marla Camarano 
Marla_camarano@verizon.net 
Publicity Coordinator 
Nathan Holmes 
Tazor43@yahoo.com 

HAYSL 
CALENDAR 

 

2009 
Sept 12 – Opening Day  
Oct 3 – SILENT SATURDAY    
Oct 10 – Picture day – arrive 45 
minutes before your game 
Oct 24 – Joe Corbi pick-up 
beginning at 11am 
Oct 24 – HAYSL Halloween 
Party at Western Heights 6pm 
Oct 24 – Haunted House outing 
at Creekside Manor 9pm 
Oct 31 – Final regular season 
games 
Oct 31 – Alsatia Mummers 
Parade 

2010 
Jan 9 – Registration at Valley 
Mall 12-7pm at Food Court 
Jan 14 – Registration at Haven 
Lutheran Church 6-8pm 
Jan 26 – Registration at Haven 
Lutheran Church 6-8pm 
July 4 – 11 – AYSO National 
Games, Palm Beach, FL 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PICTURE DAY 
October 10, 2009 

Please arrive 45 minutes 
prior to game-time 
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HAYSL Divisional 
Coordinators 

 
U5 Coordinator 
Jonathan McGreevy 
Finmcg1976@aol.com 
  
U6 Coordinator 
Joe Mills 
Jmmills20@hotmail.com 
 
Boys U8 Coordinator 
 vacant 
  
 
Girls U8 Coordinator 
Michael Swope  
Maswope88@msn.net 
 
Coed U10 Coordinator 
Mike & Dawn Freeman 
freemanmdmm@aol.com 
 
Girls U10 Coordinator 
Michael Swope  
Maswope88@msn.net 
 
Coed U12/Girls U12 
Coordinator 
Jonathan McGreevy 
Finmcg1976@aol.com 
 
Coed U14 & U16 Coordinator 
Mark Barone 
barone.mark@gmail.com 
  
Girls U14 & U16 Coordinator 
Mark Barone 
barone.mark@gmail.com 
  
U19 Coordinator 
George Michael 
Coronagolf518@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

 
 
 

To Whistle or Not to 

Whistle Answers 
1. At the taking of the penalty kick, once the ball is 
kicked forward, the ball is in play. In the situation 
described, the tripping offence occurs before the goal 
is scored. Even though there was a great chance for a 
goal to be scored, in this case there is no advantage to 
consider as the player committing the tripping foul is 
a teammate of the attacker taking the penalty kick. 
It may also be that this player is also guilty of 
unsporting behavior if, in the opinion of the referee, 
he was not challenging for the ball when he tripped 
the opponent.  
Depending on the age of players, in situations where 
players are guilty of fouls or misconduct away from 
the ball, the referee must be very aware of possible 
escalation of frustration and/or physical retaliation. 
Therefore, if in his opinion, the player needs to be 
cautioned for unsporting behavior, the referee should 
stop the game, and consider if he needs to project a 
sense of urgency and show the yellow card 
immediately. In either case the proper restart is a 
direct free kick in favor of the blue team. 
2. Once the direct free kick is indicated by the referee, 
the red team has the right to take the kick 
immediately. The blue team player has the obligation 
to leave the ball alone or pick it up and give it to the 
red team. 
The blue team player carrying the ball is guilty of 
delaying the restart of the game because his actions 
could be denying the red team its right to a quick 
restart.  
In addition, by resisting to give the ball to the red 
team immediately, the blue team player may cause the 
red team player (and others) to get frustrated. 
A frustrated red team player may take physical action 
against the player with the ball and you may end up 
with several players involved in a "group-hug" (melee 
where several players may shout, push, etc.). 
To avoid the potential player frustration and possible 
melee, quickly approach the blue team player with the 
ball, verbalize to the blue team player, "Give me the 
ball. Thank you," show the yellow card to the blue 
team player carrying the ball, caution him for delaying 
the restart of play, and restart the game with the direct 
free kick in favor of the red team.  
3. In this case, the shoe is considered an extension of 
the player's hand; therefore, White #3 has deliberately 
handled the ball inside the penalty area. 
Show the red card to White #3 for denying the 
opposing team an obvious goal scoring opportunity by 
deliberately handling the ball and send him off. 
Restart the game with a penalty kick against the white 
team for the handball offense. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Swap Shop 
 
Do you have a closet full 
of soccer equipment 
laying unused and 
forgotten?  The equipment 
exchange program is here 
to rescue those items!  
You can now donate 
soccer equipment that you 
are no longer using; cleats, 
shin guards, socks (clean), 
shorts, soccer balls, and 
anything else related to the 
game. Just bring the items 
to the fairgrounds on 
Saturdays and put them in 
the designated box at the 
concession area.  
 
Did your kids grow out of 
their cleats again?? If you 
need any items stop by the 
fairgrounds and check out 
the donation box to give 
those items a second 
chance!   
 
Questions? Call Rachel 
240-420-0490. 
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AYSO Referee 
Program 

 - Warren Johnson, Referee 
Administrator 

 

The Hagerstown Area 
Youth Soccer League 
(HAYSL) is affiliated 
with the American 
Youth Soccer 
Organization AYSO.  
HAYSL is an all-
volunteer organization, 
this includes referees as 
well.   

As with most volunteer 
organizations help is 
always needed.  AYSO 
has an in depth training 
program for its referees.  
This consists of multiple 
levels of training, 
certifications, mentoring 
and experience.  You 
get to pick game times 
that work with your 
schedule.   

For more information 
about our referee 
program, schedules, or 
training opportunities 
visit the HAYSL referee 
website at 
www.refonline.info or 
contact me at 
warren@refonline.info. 

For all your HAYSL 
needs, check out our 

website… 
www.haysl.org 

SILENT SATURDAY 
 

Our much loved Silent Saturday this year will 
be October 3.  
It's that special day that coaches live for 
every season! Coaches are reduced to 
holding a clipboard and gritting their teeth in 
stone cold silence! They relish feeling their 
heart drop as their best defender forgets 
everything they taught him and dribbles the 
ball across their own goal....and they can't 
say a word...and neither can you! 
 While it is a frustrating day, try to have 
some fun with it. Bring some duct tape. 
Come dressed in a strap jacket!   
Ok, maybe it isn't that bad. You can at least 
clap. The coaches can instruct the players 
when they come off the field. Bring a cowbell 
or one of those plastic horns you often hear 
at professional soccer games. No air horns 
or whistles though. 
 Just don't forget and start instructing or 
cheering while they are on the field.  
Good luck, and remember, it's only once a 
season! 
 Oh, if for some reason it rains and we can't 
play on October 3, whatever day your game 
is played will still be silent.  
All kidding aside, this is one day we are 
sparing the kids from excessive cheering 
and instruction. We also want to see what 
the players have learned. We are not leaving 
them totally in the dark. While we can't talk, 
they can!  You should hear them talking on 
the field.  Coaches are encouraged to 
assign a captain (or captains) and have 
those players work with the players that do 
need a little instruction. It’s a great exercise 
in team work and leadership.   
 While in the younger divisions, we give the 
coaches a little flexibility regarding 
instructing players, in the upper divisions we 
encourage the coaches to even allow 
players to be the coach while on the 
sidelines.  While we can't instruct 
and cheer.....the players on the sidelines 
can. 
 - Lynn Bowers, Regional Commissioner 

 

Chow Time! 
 

The HAYSL Concession 
stand is open for business! 
 
Our staff of volunteers is 
ready to help you satisfy 
your hunger and thirst 
each and every Saturday 
during the season. Our 
menu includes 
hamburgers, hot dogs, 
chips & snacks, candy, 
and plenty of hot and cold 
drinks.  
So, on those days when it 
seems like there’s just no 
time to fix a meal before 
the game, don’t worry. 
We’ve got you covered. 
Stop by today and grab a 
bite to eat.   
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HAYSL Sponsors 
Our sponsors help to keep our registration fees low, purchase uniforms and soccer equipment, provide 
coach and referee training for our volunteers and maintain safe playing fields. 

 
Steve Moore 

 
Home Care Pharmacy 

www.homecarepharm.com 
 

Dan-Lar Stairway Elevator Svc., LLC 
301-791-0278 

 
Opal Medical Group 
240-420-6909 

 
The Jacques Family 

 
Tim Winters 

 
Hagerstown Fire Department Engine 3 

www.enginethree.org 
  

Beaver Mechanical Contractors 
www.beavermechanical.com 

 
Jerry’s Subs & Pizza 

301-797-0077 
 

Hagerstown Heart 
www.hagerstownheartpa.com 

 
Allegany Dental Care 

www.alleganydentalcare.com 

 
Reliable Inc. 

 
Dream Dinners 
301-766-4511 

 
Aladdin Awards 
301-739-146 

 
Larry Allen & Co. 

www.lacostudios.com 
  

Allegany Driving School 
www.alleganydriving.com 

 
Allegheny Benefits 

www.alleghenybenefits.com 
 

Holcim US 
301-739-1150 

 
Jerry’s Sports & Design Unlimited 

301-745-5065 
 

Green Thumb Mowing Services 
301-991-1882 

 
Patriot Technologies 
www.patriot-tech.com

Special thanks to: 
Dick’s Sporting Goods 

 and  
Boost 
 

The players, coaches, and referees want to thank our sponsors for their consideration to our 
organization.  

Please show your appreciation to our sponsors by patronizing these organizations. 
 

If you or your company or business is interested in sponsoring a team please contact the Sponsor 
Coordinator. 
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Y Z O S A O R B V B L B G A A K R A Y P  
U Y I A F G U H B T M X J K C Z L E E I  
M R O F I N U P N S I G S I Y A L N G H  
U A C E U O H X W B U V K P N L A D L M  
F O K F B M C E A T E L C O O L C O M B  
U W T U Y E X M N I A I I W T N W O Y S  
A E S N O I E A Q O R T C Y V L S I D L  
A W U F R C P G G Q C A Y G I S X O Z S  
E L E A N E K E U U R H B P Y Y V T R Q  
Q N W I Q K E H R D N S Q Q C A F O A S  
S Z C R Y O R T B A C K O F T H E N E T  
F T Z O M A S F N C V A U B J I R F W X  
M X A Q U N I O P U S D M N H S A Z H P  
P L D E I R F S Q A L M G R O F B F I M  
N M C X L C G W J A V O P J S A S J S D  
L S Q M G C H A A W M E V U J Z S Z T R  
W G D O Q C B L G E N I L H C U O T L T  
P O S I T I V E Z I T R D D P O R K E T  
Q X I I Q L O M A W N K Q R T Q C M R M  
P J P X D Q P S S H R G N Q X A A M E X  

 
BACK OF THE NET 
CLEATS 
CROSSBAR 
ENCOURGAGING 
GOALKICK 
HAYSL 

INSTRUCTIONAL 
LAWS OF THE GAME 
PENALTY 
PITCH 
POSITIVE 
SAFE FUN FAIR 

SPONSORS 
TOUCHLINE 
UNIFORM 
VOLUNTEER 
WHISTLE 
YELLOWCARD 

 




